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where we obtained specimens, and whence others 
have lately been transmitted to the Paris Museum by 
M. Bocourt, the naturalist of the French Exploring 
Expedition. 

/ 1860, p. 897. Parula brasiliana, nobis (nec Licht.) . = P.inornata, 
Baird, Rev. Am. Birds, pt.1. p. 171. 

» p- 398. Coccothraustes maculipennis, Scl. = C. abeillit, 

Less. 2. 

/ » pe 400. Chloronerpes oleagineus, nobis (nec Reich.) = C. 
caboti, Malh.: Sel. Cat. p. 337. 

V . » p. 402. Columba ? = C. nigrirostris, Sel. P. Z. S. 
1859, p. 390. $ 

i „ p. 402. Eudocimus ruber (L.). Must be erased from the 
list. 

1861, p. 356. Tinamus sallei, Bp. Chisec is an erroneous 
locality ; I only obtained T. sallei from the Pacific 
side of the Cordillera; it is probably the same as 
T. cinnamomeus, Less., and T. delattrii, Bp. 


V 


XIX.—Notices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. ENGLISH. 


Ir is perhaps only to be expected. that in these days of exami- 
national epidemic the feathered tribes should come in for their 
share of the prevailing discipline. Mr. C. O. Groom Napier 
has constituted himself an examiner of the British Birds, and 
records the results of his inquiries in a little treatise*, giving 
marks of approval or the contrary to each species. As the book 
may interest some who profess to be ornithologists, and is, we 
believe, the author’s maiden effort, we desire to speak of it with 
all forbearance; but we must take leave to say that we do not 


= * The Food, Use, and Beauty of British Birds. An Essay, accom- 
panied by a Catalogue of all the British Birds, with notices of their Food, 
the result of many hundred examinations of their stomachs, during seven 
years. Their geographical distribution and esthetic value. By CHARLES 
OTTLEY Groom Napier. London: (Groombridge) 1865. 8vo, pp. 88. 
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subscribe at all to the rank assigned to some of the species. 
Why the Kestrel and Sparrow-Hawk should be placed in the 
second class as regards beauty of form and colour while the 
three common English Owls are advanced to the first, or, again, 
why the song of the Hedge-Sparrow should obtain a “C” mark 
while the Redstart comes in for a ‘ B,” are matters that pass 
our comprehension. On the whole, however, our author -does 
not seem to be a very severe examiner, and we do not perceive 
that any birds are absolutely “plucked” by him. The most 
important part of the essay, in a scientific light, consists of the 
particulars given of the food and geographical distribution of 
birds outside the British islands; but here there is much room 
for improvement. For instance, we imagine that the berries 
and caterpillars of Iceland do not contribute much to the diet 
of the Fieldfare in August, simply because the bird does not 
frequent that island at any time of the year; and again there 
is certainly no good reason to suppose (cf. Ibis, 1859, p. 421) 
that the Shore-Lark is common in Algeria. Blemishes like these, 
together with a more than ordinary crop of typographical errors, 
may be remedied, however, in a second edition, which we hope 
the author will have the opportunity of producing. 

We have been in some doubt whether a recent paper by Mr. 
Swinhoe did not require to be entered under a distinct heading ; 
but it seemed, on consideration, that the announcement of a 
“Chinese” publication might have the effect of repelling the 
attention of our readers, and therefore that it would be more 
expedient to class the paper on the Birds and Beasts of For- 
mosa*, which that gentleman has recently translated for the 
Asiatic Society of Shanghai, as an English work. If we are 
not mistaken, this is the first instance of a Chinese treatise on 
ornithology being rendered available to the English public, and 
on that account alone it merits special notice in these pages. 
It consists, it is true, of little more than a bare catalogue of 


* Neau-Show. Birds and Beasts (of Formosa) from the 18th chapter 
of the Zai-wan foo-che (Statistics of Taiwan). Translated by ROBERT 
SWINHOE, Esq., H.B.M. Consul at Taiwan: with critical notes and obser- 
vations. Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Shanghai, 1865, pp. 89-52, 


208 Recent Ornithological Publications. 


Chinese names, which the translator has done his best to iden- 
tify with described species; but we hope that the good example 
thus set will induce some other equally profound Sinologue to 
make us acquainted with the ornithological authors of the 
Celestial Empire. 


In the ‘Proceedings of the Royal Artillery Institution’ of 
Woolwich for 1865 (vol. iv. pp. 887-839) Mr. Lord publishes a 
Catalogue of the Birds’ Nests and Eggs collected by him when 
naturalist to the British North American Boundary Commission, 
to which a few notes are appended. We should be sorry to 
appear even to covet our neighbour’s goods, and it would be 
ungenerous to grudge anything to the rising Museum at Wool- 
wich, which is so warmly supported by “The Royal Regiment,” 
and so carefully looked after by its active curator, our corre- 
spondent, Mr. Whitely; but, as a matter of principle, we think 
we may fairly object to any specimens collected by a Govern- 
ment Expedition—as we imagine that of the Boundary Com- 
mission was—being allowed to go elsewhere than to the National 
Collection. The eggs of Corvus caurinus Mr. Lord believes he 
was the first to bring home; and a rather curious fact is men- 
tioned by him, that Numenius longirostris seldom lays more 
than two eggs. 


A note by Mr. Richard Taylor, communicated to the March 
number of the ‘Annals and Magazine of Natural History,’ has 
no small interest in its bearing on the extension of the range of 
species, a subject about which so little is at present known. 
The author states that a bird has lately made its appearance at 
Wanganaui in New Zealand, and is now abundant there, doing 
good service in freeing the fruit-trees from the “ American 
blight.” A specimen sent to the British Museum proves the 
“ welcome little*stranger ” to be the Zosterops dorsalis of Gould, 
Z. cerulescens (ath.), hitherto only known as an inhabitant of 
Tasmania, South Australia, and New South Wales. Mr. Taylor 
says that “it stays the winter with us, and, we suppose, passes 
the summer at Taupo.” 
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2. GERMAN. 

In our recent notice of Herr von Pelzeln’s Ornithology of the 
‘Novara’ Voyage (supra, p. 115), we mentioned briefly that | 
author’s remarks, therein included, on the variation in the 
plumage of many of the Falconide. He has now published 
some more general observations on this interesting subject in 
the ‘Transactions of the Zoological and Botanical Society of 
Vienna’ (1865, pp. 912-946), of which we should be glad to 
present our readers with a translation, did space allow. All 
English ornithologists know that White Blackbirds or Black 
Bullfinches are very commonly met with in country newspapers ; 
but few persons have ever taken the trouble to collect these and 
similar records with the view of discovermg whether some sort 
of theory or law may not be deduced from the facts when 
brought together. 

The following statement shows the number of species, and the 
kinds of variation to which they are subject, on which Herr von 
Pelzeln’s remarks are founded :— 


“ Albinismus,” complete 32; incomplete 45; partial 37. 
‘‘Melanismus,” __,, lios D 6; is Qe 
“ Erythrismus,” —,, lia 


It would not be difficult to add to these numbers; and one 
case especially not remarked upon by our author, and which 
would come under the last head, occurs to us as we write. It 
is that of a most curious variety of the Green Woodpecker 
(Gecinus viridis), with a flame-coloured rump and yellow bands 
on the wing, which is in the possession of Mr. J. H. Gurney, 
and was described by him in the ‘ Zoologist’ for 1853 (p. 3800); 
while Mr. Robert Birkbeck, in the same journal for the follow- 
ing year (p. 4250), mentions his having seen three or four 
similar examples in the Pisa Museum. 


In the same journal (Verhandl. Z.-B. Gesellsch. 1865, pp. 985- 
986) Herr von Pelzeln also describes as new two Goatsuckers 
obtained by Natterer in Brazil, under the names of Hydropsalis 
ypaneme and H. pallescens,—the former generally resembling 
H. forcipata, but smaller and having the three middle pairs of 

N. S.—VOL. II. P 
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tail-feathers differently marked; the latter like H. torquata, but 
larger and paler in colour. 


3. DutcH. 


Works on the ornithology of particular districts of Europe, 
even those that are most frequented by the “ British tourist,” 
are generally so little known in this country that we are glad to 
have the opportunity of directing the attention of our readers 
to the first part of a Fauna of Luxembourg, which has lately 
appeared from the pen of M. Alphonse de la Fontaine*, and 
contains an account of the birds found in that locality as far, 
according to the author’s arrangement, as the end of the order 
“ Passereaux.” The district is that “qui forme Vancien dé- 
partement des Foréts et qui constitue une bonne partie des 
départements limitrophes de la Moselle, de la Meuse, des 
Ardennes, de Sambre et Meuse, de l’Ourthe et de la Sarre, et 
qui actuellement est placé sous lautorité de quatre gouverne- 
ments différents, ceux de France, de Belgique, de Prusse et du 
Grand-Duché proprement dit.” For the settlement of doubtful 
points the author says he has had recourse to M. de Sélys- 
Longchamps, and the result is a work which, without calling 
for any particular remark from us, shows that in future the 


celebrated name of La Fontaine need not be exclusively associ- 
ated with “ Fables.’ 


We have to notice—and we need not say with pleasure—two 
more papers of the indefatigable Professor Schlegel, contributed 
by him to the ‘ Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor de Dierkunde? for 
the past year. 

The first is a “ Description d’un oiseau remarquable et in- 
connu des Naturalistes,” which the author names Charitornis 
albertine. At first sight this curious form would seem to offer 
some affinity with Streptocitta albicollis, which has usually been 
ranked among the Corvide; but a further examination shows 


* Faune du Pays de Luxembourg, ou Manuel de Zoologie contenant la 
description des Animaux Vertébrés observés dans le Pays de Luxem- 


bourg. Par ALPHONSE DE LA FONTAINE. Luxembourg: 1865 (London, 
Williams and Norgate). 8vo, pp. 152. 
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that this last really belongs to the Sturnide (Gracule), to which 
group the new bird is also referred. 

The two specimens from which the species, and genus, is’ de- 
scribed were obtained in February 1864, by the late Dr. Bern- 
stein (whose premature death is so much to be regretted), from 
the island of Soula Mangouli, lying between Borneo and Min- 
danao. To judge from the very beautiful plate which illustrates 
the paper, Charitornis fills among the Starlings the position of 
Urocissa among the Crows. 

Professor Schlegel’s second paper is one which requires a 
more detailed notice, since it is made up of “Contributions à 
la Faune de Madagascar et des îles avoisinantes, d’après les dé- 
couvertes et observations de MM. Francois Pollen et M. D.-C. 
Van Dam,” and contains descriptions of several new species. 
These are Nisus brutus, Dicrurus waldeni, Zosterops flavirostris, 
and Columba polleni from the island of Mayotte, and Noctua 
polleni and Xenopirostris dami from Madagascar. Professor 
Schlegel is unwilling to accord specific rank to Mr. Gurney’s 
Tinnunculus newtoni (Ibis, 1863, p. 34, pl. 2) and T. gracilis 
(Lesson), stating that the examples sent from the island of 
Nossi-Bé by MM. Pollen and Van Dam agree perfectly with 
a type specimen of Cuvier’s Falco punctatus received from the 
Paris Museum ; but, writing with a not inconsiderable series of 
Kestrels from Madagascar, Mauritius, and the Seychelles before 
us, we have no doubt whatever as to the birds from these three 
localities belonging to as many perfectly distinct species. It is 
a matter of very small importance whether the name bestowed 
upon the Madagascar species is to be retained or not; and this 
point can only be settled when we have ascertained from which 
island the types of Cuvier’s F. punctatus were obtained. If they 
came from Madagascar, as we gather from Professor Schlegel’s 
statement (Mus. des Pays-Bas, Falcones, p. 29), then the Mau- 
ritian bird, hitherto generally regarded as the true. Tinnunculus 
punctatus, will require a new specific distinetian. T We, however, 
quite agree with our author in considering the Tchitrea pretiosa 
of Lesson, the T. mutata (L.), and the T. holosericea (Temm.) 
synonymous, these names having been applied to the same 
species in different plumazes (cf. P.Z. 8. 1865, p. 835). 

P2 
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4. DANISH. 


It is so very gratifying to find an illustrious naturalist like Pro- 
fessor Steenstrup bringing his powers of observation to the aid 
of our branch of science, that we willingly go back to a period of 
more than three years to call our readers’ attention to a short 
notice * communicated by him to the publications of the Natural- 
History Union of Copenhagen in 1863 respecting the preference 
shown by the Goldfinch, Carduelis elegans, for the pith of 
willow-, lime-, and thorn-boughs, and the mode in which the 
bird procures it. This is described as being effected by pick- 
ing off the bud, and then stripping the bark—an operation in 
which the bird’s longicone-beak is a very apt tool. 


5. NORWEGIAN. 


Herr Collett, whose work on the birds of the Christiania 
district was last year noticed in our pages (Ibis, 1865, p. 227), 
has kindly forwarded us a copy of his ‘ Zoological and Botanical 
Observations in Gudbrandsdal and Dovre’+, containing lists of 
the birds which occur in the neighbourhood of Lillehammer 
and Dovre, two important stations on the grand trunk road of 
Norway, and pretty well known to all English travellers in that 
country. It does not appear to us that the author’s remarks 
call for any particular comment; but several localities for the 
less common species are indicated with more or less precision, 
so as to be useful to any person visiting Norway for the first 
time. Of our own knowledge we can add a species to the 
list of Dovre-fjeld birds; for we remember one of a fine pair of 
Totanus fuscus falling to the gun of our companion, and into the 
water of a half-frozen lake by the road-side, which was so cold 
that his dog, after one plunge, declined to have anything more to 
do with the business. 


* laottagelse om Stillidsens (Fringilla carduelis, Linn.) Forkjerlighed 
for Grenmarv og Maaden, hvorpaa den forstaaer at Skaffe sig denne. Af 
Prof. J.J. S. STEENSTRUP. (Naturhist. Foren. Vidensk. Meddelelser, 4 
Marts, 1863.) ` 

t Zoologisk-Botaniske Observationer fra Gudsbrandalen og Dovre. 
Af Ropert COLLETT, Stud. jur. Christiania (Johan Dahl) : 1865, 8vo, 
pp. 64. 
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6. AMERICAN. 

Mr. D. G. Elliot has brought his Monograph of the Tetrao- 
nine’ (vide Ibis, 1865, pp. 228 & 345) to a conclusion by the 
publication of its Fourth and Fifth Parts, which, besides seven 
plates of birds, contain two others representing thirty specimens 
of their eggs. These last are executed by Mr. William S. Morgan 
of Washington, and are in the highest degree successful. The 
following Table will serve to show in a rough way the distribu- 
tion of the different species of Grouse, as nearly as we can 
judge from our author’s labours ; and since it does not seem yet 
to be quite certain which slope of the Rocky Mountains Dendra- 
gapus richardsoni and Canace franklini most affect, we prefer 
leaving them, with the very beautiful and rare Lagopus leucurus, 


in the condition that we believe our American cousins call being 
«on the fence.” 


NEARCTIC REGION. PALmARCTIC REGION. 
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It is only fair, after our former remarks, to say that in his 
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Introduction Mr. Elliot rejects Lagopus persicus as a species, 
and, as we also think rightly, he considers L. rupestris to in- 
clude the so-called L. americanus of Audubon, the L. reinhardti 
and L. grænlandicus of Brehm, and the L. islandorum of Faber. 
Whether L. hyperboreus (or, as we prefer to term it, L. hemileu- 
curus) should not also be referred to this species, is a point on 
which we have before stated our opinion (Ibis, 1865, p. 504) ; 
but counting it, as well as L. scoticus, we find that, out of the 
twenty-two supposed species of Grouse, fourteen inhabit the New 
World, while ¢en occur in the Old World, and only two are 
common to both regions: and, again, taking the genera in which 
our author disposes them, we have five peculiar to the Nearctic 
Region, three to the Palearctic, and two common to both; so 
that, if there be any truth in Mr. Wallace’s theory, Grouse have 
had their origin in America. While congratulating our good 
friend on the completion of this work, we are happy to announce 
that he has another monograph in a forward state of prepara- 
tion, the subject of which is the beautiful family of Phasianide. 


In the ‘ Annals’ of the New York Lyceum of Natural History 
for 1865 Mr. Lawrence has three papers, in the course of which 
he describes as new a dozen birds from Central America. These 
are Spermophila hicksi and S. fortipes from Panama, S. badii- 
ventris from Greytown, and S. collaris from Chiriqui, Formici- 
vora schisticolor, Mitrephorus aurantiiventris, and Elainea frantzii 
from Costa Rica, besides two other species of the last-named 
genus from Chiriqui, which the author calls respectively Æ. chi- 
riguensis and E. semiflava, with Thryothorus brunneus, Synallaxis 
nigrifumosa, and Thamnophilus hollandi from Greytown. The 
papers also contain an enumeration of, with a few remarks on, 
two collections from Chiriqui and Greytown, the first, containing 
thirty-nine species, formed by Mr. Frederick Hicks, and the 
second, containing sixty-one species, formed by Mr. H. E. 


Holland. aa: 


